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NO! E 
The opinions expresned herein are thos: of the wrivers coneerned 
and in no way reflect tne official oninions of the West Iruian 
Society. . 


Gee eeacpe: 


{by the “time this. me eazine is “published, fie British 


- West ‘Indies will have finished their first general elections 
°. for ‘the Federal, Parliament anda new nation, will) be-on its way 
' towards Dominion Status within the British Comuohwealth of Na- 
tions. 


The strategic position of the West Indies ‘in relation 
to the North American continent is evidenced by the map on the 
‘cover. Historically the West Indies were important in the 
early days of colonization.«.~ In. the area many decisive batttes- 

have been fought between Western European countries. ‘The Dutch 
and French still retain colonies and there are still evidences 
of’ former Spanish influences. Some of the British islands 
during the period of war changed hands’ several times while. 


- others’ remained under British rule from the time of colonization 
. the present’ days 


L After | “the ihitial period of Retaliation, ‘the islands 


- ‘were ‘developed agriculturally, supplying tropical products 4 
re mainly i fp and rum for Wester -Europe.- 


“The British islends have seen. & > pedoe full polttidal 
revokes unlike other islands and territories in the area, 
The form of government is patterned aften the British Parlia- 
mentary system. As early as the 1890's Barbados had an Execu- 
tive Committee with far much greater power in internal affairs, 
while other islands had various Hommes of government net as 
SASS » 

‘Thus it would appear that’ in Hb 6 islands here were 

‘Gen ‘who had practical. experience in the art of government.’ How- 
ever limited this was, the real effects were not seen until soon 
after World War 11 when adult suffrage superceded the qualifica- 
tion vote-and territory after s¢rritory was gradually given a 
chance of full representative government. Our leaders, however, 
foresaw that our destiny lay in Federation. The road to Federa- 
tion was not easy, due to the lack of inter ished communications 
many of the islands were insuler in outlook and the populations 
tended to regard themselves as Jamaicans, Trinidadians, Barba- 
ChE and not as a people with a common tradition - West 
Indians. Such a feeling was automatically brought into the West 
Indian groups when brought together, and many still retain the 
old attitude of insularity. ‘In this division lies one of our 
main weaknesses. 

However, the old insular attitude seems to be on the 
way out, for it is indeed commendable that the students at Sir 
George Williams have made efforts to erase this feature, their 
executive committee being composed of members from the three 

main units of the area. The efforts of the students to have the 

first issue of their magazine coincide. with the birth of their 

new Nation is also to be commended. Their co-operative effort 

has borne fruit and it is hoped that such effort will continue 
to promote the growth of the "West Indian," their Society here 
at Sir George, and their new netion - The West Indies. 

Let us therefore follow our motto -"To Dwell Together 
in Unity", think of ourselves as West Indians, and promote the 

growth of a democratic institution. 


~ 


EDITORIAL OPINIONS 
FROM THE WEST INDIES 


CHAGUARAMAS , TRINIDAD 

re The problems in terms of security and expense are 
however, ‘very great and West Indians must be prepsred to bow 
to the demands’ of national survival. To agitate and make ac- 
cusations which may well be baseless against a country to which 
we are looking for assistance would be plain stupid. Some part 
of the blame must also rest on the Standing Federation Committee 
which handled the whole question with a surprising lack of 
finesse. « 

Barbadians will await tue decision without excitement. 
(Barbados Advocate, February 20, 1958.) 


TRINIDAD FOR LEADERSHIP 

eoeee In the coming years the West Indies will need leader- 
ship which is intelligent and informed. The West Indies will 
need this type of leadership not only at the unit level but the 
federal level. Whatever is done in any one unit will have an 
effect on the entire federation and ther is no time to be lost 
in preparing our young business men for the responsibilities ° 
which will fall to them in the years which lie ahead. 
(Barbados Advocate) 


THE WisSt INDIES 

. ssone We do hope that the visit of Their Excellencies 

in splendid proceqsion through the islands tear away the cobwebs 

of illusion'which still confuse the political sight of many who 
so misguidedly think that ‘the new Government at the c< entre is 
to be merely a rubber stamp of the little governments of the_ 

units. 

(The Daily Gleaner, Jamaica, Febraary 25, 1958). 


A THOUGHT. 


Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell 
in unity! Psalp 133:v: ie 


\N 


A LBTTER FRO Tis 25218727 TRADE COM ISS IONGR 
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The year 1958, the yeer in which the ten isi:nd colonies 
gsr the British Caribbean passed into political union under the 
“fname of the WEST INDIES, will prove to be a crucial year in 
the* history of our territories. Crucial not merely hecause 
the terrttories were federated in th:t year, but because of the 
implieaéions of federation. In <n uge when convergent social 
and ecoyomie forces are slowly ringing down the curteain on 
empire and fostering the emergence of newer n tionelities, meny 
of our territories, faced with the  »rosyect of descndence in 
isolation, have decided to unite “or a concerted drive towards 

independence. 

Tndependence under conditions of honourable nationhood 
can be achieved only in so fer as the ohjectives of federation 
are achieved. These are political cohesion on one hand, ene, 
on the other, the economic viahility that can provide the finzen- 
cial basis for social progress. In short, 2 prerequisite for 
independence for the WEST IVDIUS is toat the oder. Ban should 
work. For the reason thet this veer narks th sinning of 
the brief period in which West Indians must mk their house in 

otder before venturing forth upon the lonely roed of nation- 
nood it is significant. 

Anxious years lie ahead. There will be difficulties to be 
faced, problems to be solved, adjustments to be mede, reeching 
deep into our reservoirs of courage cnd tolerance; above all 
“our capacity to work and work together. University povulations 
both, at home and abroad are -rovine that WuST INDIANS are capable 
‘OLl.serious undertakings and cun combine for constructive purposes. 
inat this is so is one of the mapeser euspices for future yeers. 

The WEST INDIAN can be consicerec. to be a constructive 

» mean@ towards: a serious end, for meepe the West Indian Society 
“oat @&r George Williams College must be commended. It is fittine 
_*hat the first issue should ap ear in this first year, at the 

vi me when the Feceral Parliament is meeting for the first time. 
A 2iy ences, attend the efforts of both. 


Charles J. Burgess 
‘ , Assistant Trade Commissioner. 


George Willians  “ollege = 
ivensss, open mindedness 
as its watch words. 


Ss 
ecads cf this Society has been 
include non West Indians; 
and srowth, which derives 

sompounded of cifferent 


ties, 


s “a Gort BS 
AS tris vali, hie SG trides vorvard to etch another 


milestone ol .cogress-~t3 so: “The West Indian" magazine. 
That 1 should be 2°: With “he West Indian" on 

nis, its maiden voyage, gives ne a f.:eling of privilege and unde, 
May the nazazgine eke endless tris 45 bring iniormative, 

entertaining end inspiring food to an ever wideziing reacerunipes 


Yours sincerely, 


Oven de Vere Rowe 
Liaiscn Officer 


Aree ns es 


ee PRASIDE SIDENT'S LSTTeR. 

i that the term is almost throngh and the end rears its bicddy heart 
in the not-too-distant future ‘1% is time to take » dee “reath and a quick 
bse Ser . glance. 

The tera opened with a change in Exeecutive- The former president re- 
Sigred, and was follcwed by the Secretary and Publicity Chairna:. Electiors 
were duiy held to fill these positinas, and everyvor.e thousnt that things 
would i. O0e%. Ales. or Oreeserer had io piv up her peositica besause of 211 
healta, wid was fcliowed by the Vice-Prisident Tor domestic reascre, during 

the um of December. A new wo sition of Social. Gower: was created to _ 
allow the piolicity Manager to devets nore tie to his own a bs With these: 
violenS chanves 11 ¢ 5 Sood txco.tive eculd not settle 
iw (9 sork earl 


a 
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nz t7e mo.th «f November 
ntation night stood in 


& télated 
which came as guiic 
dang-r of remaining orcinises 

Thi a Pisst as seen wt the was thwarted by the 
Debatin- Society who defeated us on a spiit deci sien atcer the topic "Resolved 
that a 2.iberal eduestion ts better than tifie i: is day and ace" had 
been dirsected. 

Mucn to *se regret of many the Caristmas Party had to be cancelled because - 
of ex of facil: a that aes plagued us throughout the yeare 

Barly in i delc,ates made a trip to Tsrento at the request of the 
West snaian Students. re sociation there. From all reports it was a very suc- 

cessful veriture, «« Co hose chat these excl nanges will. become a reeular item 
on the yours Programe not enly of these two Socictics but ct allother erowos 
across © i6 counizy:s The mest popular “} year was the celebration 


of 'Federation Wack" in conj i Ll West Indian Society. 
The everts of this week are zs ye te fresh TO WuFrant “scountine here, 


} 
Suffice J: te say tha it has unferiine@ the fac: that vioser understanding 
and co--cperation between West. Indiens in Mont Lrea. can produce more satisfying 
recy.ts than we have ret seun, 
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The Constitution has been revised and brou’ht up to date and, »f course 
another milestone has been passed - Our new magazine. ‘ 

On behalf of tie Executive I would like to thank all of the members for 
the co-operation that we have received and wish you an enjoyable end of the 
year, including successful cxamination results. 


Earle Basso 


BIRTH OF A WiW WATION 


Geston Franklyn 


The Feceration of the “est Ind:.es is regarded as a definite 
step towards the ad ition of a lew Dominion within the British 
Commonwealth. The first attempt to fe erate the islands of the 
British West Indies was uiade over ninety years ago by Christopher 
Codringhton, en eerly governor of the Leeward Islands, but it 
failed due to lack of co-oseration among some of the islands. 

Further attenzts were uade in following years and a half 
hearted attempt was made again in 1871, which only resulted in 
the union of Trinidad and Tobago in 1599. From this time on- 
ward the desire for Federation grew stronger, due to the feeling 
of the people for West Indian unity and nationalism. 

Finally in 1947, at a conference held at Montego Bay, 
Jamaica it was decided by a majority vote to form our new Feder- 
ated state. At the same time a Standing Closer Association 
Committee was formed todraft the constitution. 

Te final decision towards the fomnation of this infant na- 
tion took place at the historic conference in London in 1956, 
when representatives from the islands of the Sritish West Indies 
signed the following declaration: “It is the unanimous agreement 
of those of us who have hed the honour to represent the British 
Caribbean Colonies on this historic occasion, that our colonies 
should be bound together in Feceration, and we solemnly declare 
our earnest wish that the Secretary of State may seek leave to 
introduce a Bill accordingly." 

Federation is unique in meny respects, and we should be very 
proud because it is the first time in history thet a group of 
islands sevarated by such a great stretch of sea have decided 
to federate. We welcome the birtiday of this nation not only for 
this reason, however, but for the new dignity it brings to the 
West Indies, and for tue hope of breaking away entirely from the 
inherited system of Colonialism, which is the main reason for our 
economic and political backwardness. 

Now that the bill has been passe and we have cchieved Fed- 
eration, we should be exultant of our progress, but should not 
delude ourselves on this occasion of gladness by imagining that 
the actual workins of *eceration would be a smioth and easy one. 


The success of thé West Indics ?ederation will depend on a 
number of factors. One of them is the need for able and depen- 
dable leadership which is a great asset to the proper functioning 
of any organization. It is in this field of activity that the 
West Indian students abroad can do much to hels. These students 
should begin to_condition their minds to the fact that the onus 
og the work on Federation rests on their contributions to this 
infant nation. No building is able to stand properly without a 

® 


ae 


focé foundation and we are the fittest persons to lay the foun- 
dapi on to the Federation so that in future our nation would be 
coimparable to any. other in the world. 


Another factor which is necessary for the successful work- 
ing of our state is healthy finence, end unless the new Feders- 
Sica is given economic ess ane by other Comionwealth coun- 
teies particularly Enzland and Cconada we mizht become an "econo- 
sic desert in an oasis of politic 1 freedon." 

Consequently if West Indians can Srove their capacity for 
scund gobernnent 2nd adiminist tration, then «= favourable gorund 


“or investment would eutome tically result, end this is a major 
“sis on which the oe of Fe eration lies. 
Trinidad is hapsu an: proud to be cnosen as the Feceral Ca 


ical. We have pee péssec. our first milestone vith the onrival 
o. the Governor Genera], bord Hailes, and very soon we Lac heve 

cur first fe eral oJ OO TLUn, and the ovenin= of the Feceral Legis- 
ature by Princess Margaret on the 22nd april, 1958. 

We as West Indians should ve very proud of this creat achieve- 
meat, and should sive esvecial praise to pioneers of this » rogres- 
‘ive advancement of the Wes+ Indies - Nemes like Marryshow, the 
‘-Grenadian journalist and stetesuan, and iprieni are tyro of the 
RISt outstanding personalities i fou ht for the independence 
cf the West Indies. 

Therefore let us all play our parts sensibly in order that 
our admirers may say: "Well done, West Indies, we ere very proud 
ar OU irs 


EVEN CHICKENS 5 LOOK SOR SPUTNIK 
! three year old boy, puzzled at secing his srandfather place 
“ome chickens on the »roch at the S,ot where the Lemay used to 
look out to see S, utnik when Lt passed the area said to his 


‘andfather: "Grendfa ther, are vou putting the chickens there 
S. that they can also see Soutai k?fi 


Iwo men were tryins to untangle & knot of LO JE 6 One said 
the other: 

A: This rope is giving much trouble to find ‘de end 

B: Someone probably cut de end off it. 
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PEDERASION CaLLS FOR MaTURITY 
By 
Enic U. Clement. (Trinided) 


The material frouevork oF the West Indian Federation has 
now been fairly well texen care of. added to this, the site 
for the Federal capital has been chosen, the Governmr General 
appointec, and the first Federal Elections will take place on 
March eth. But is thie ail it takes to make a nation which, 
situated as it is in the Wester Hemizcphere, has to tske its 
olace amons the highly develosed countries of the West? 

Are we West Iniians politically mature for nationhood? We 
are solong used to depending on the Mother Country for all our 
decisions’ and initiatives that our seiiod of weaning might indeed 
be a long one. This eap from coloni-lism is a relatively sudden 
one and if we are to survive successfully the disap,ointments 
and pitfalls and mistakes thet most oe will beset us in the 


early stages of tne Federation, we st view the situation with 
ea mature mind, realizing thet every new situation creates its 


own problems. Iam br no me ns pessimistic about the West Indian 
Federation, but I have faith in the saying "To be forwarned is 

to be foreamed. * We cannot ignore the fect that the West Indian 
Federation forms part of a ring of western republican countries 
which have repeatedly been tox by political upheavals causing 
much danase to the ccuntries! yrestice as well as setbacks to 
their progr resss These volitinal upheevals can be attributed to 
the political immaturity of tie leaders. 

fhe average vest Indian is insular-minded. His idea of 
himself being a West Indian is still quite suverficial. Deep 
down within him he still feels that he is a Barbadian, Jamaican 
or Trinidedien. And it would take some time even for the leaders 
to acquires & mature breadth o: vision to think of themselves as 
leaders of the West Indies as a whole. 

How would we acquit ourselves on the international level? 

While we ere still feeling our way in the political 2nd economic 
realms should we in our intermational relations surrender our 
rights and be afraiu to express our opinions? Can'we take cri- 
ticism, an. at the sarc time be able to differentiate it from 
‘antagonisu? 

The West Indies has acquired a new political status - an 
adult status. As colonials we always felt that we were not res- 
ponsible for our destiny aud we had the op ,ortunity to blame it 
oh the Miothe: Country. Wow that we are on the way to self- 
goverhment let us grow up not only physically end materially but 
also mentally so thei we may atteck our problems and guide our 
destiny as nature adults would, 
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A OITIZEN OF NO MBAY CITY 
by 

Alty Hayles (Jamaica) 


I+ is refreshingly amusins to hear the first year B.W.I. 
Student proffer a rather British’ pronunciation for the words 
"Cotes des Neiges." But it becomes remerkably disconcerting 
when he asks "Do you mean there are so neny French in Cenada?" 
And this is only negligible of the alarming enquiries he is lia- 
tle to make about a situation of which he must be a part for at 
least four years. 

At tines, as a result of his ignoranc: about Canada and its 
mixed culture, .the new import experiences « devastating impact 

before acquiring a sufficient fortitude of imperturbebility 
necessary to exploit fully his hi-her mental powers. And, at 
times, the penalty, for having made a wrong apyrocch to the aca- 
demic life, or for & disturbing cessation of once pseudo- 
romantic as peters Pee or for plain over curiousity, ranges from 

a frightfully Low academic standin: to complete failure ~ indeed 
the possible aftermath does admit of near lunacy. Yerived from 
situation there is invariably the perennial discontinuity when 

the weak adventurer wanders ter sore irily away from the fold into 
the rushing stream of life in his new surroundings. The yet 
weaker becomes almost completely ebsorbed within some flourishing 
new group. Whether voluntarily or involuntarily however, he 
tends to lose identity - perhaos teuproerily and neglects his 
obligations as a sun of the soil, and as an emissary - to his 
own eventual cetrinent. 

"All are but parts. of one st 
is, and God the soil® (Pose). But isn't it evidently clear that 
the strength and precision with which our collosal social struce 
ture functions ere only established in the nurturing of consider- 
ably tenacity within its components, or groups? And certainly 

we have recognized that, usuélly, one survives only frustrating- 
ly tempore ily in a group of wnich he is not a natural member; 

and that the weakest fection of eny society comprises the least 
harmonious members. 

Again, in Vaneda, es in other foreign countries, we often 

encounter the men who reviarks: “I wonder what it's really like 
at home now." He is probably a parent in his second domicile. 

He has « comparaiively well Geveloped mind from a once sparkling 
ambition. But, finding it hi: hly impract cable c¢ither to praject 
himself satisfactorily in his new comiunity or to return to the 
islands, he remains stifled an cbject of premature senility. 

At home we 2ind the frustrate: female intellectual. After 
a probable strengely exciting life overseas she is forced to es- 
cape an increasing ‘insecurity, only to find that, by her new 
standards, the bachelor pickings are poor; and her soul rips 
relentlessly, on into obscurity. If only tne inception had been 
on the right foot. 

Now, assuming there is © sencrel agreement that to some de- 
gree this undesirable situation exists, then we must realize that 
much can be done ebout it. Federetion eek was only one example 
of how active we can be. 

As I see it, the responsibility logically enters the power- 
ful reelm of the Students' Liaison Office. But the W.I. Society 


Uy endous wnole, whose body nature 


ity. 


2+ toe College must show some initiative in the matter. A con- 
vetent female speaker from the West Indies who has spent many 
years here as a University Student, and also as a resident, should 
be invitea to pass on the fruits from her experiences here to 
the female students, on even the most intimate and intricate 
matters. Likewise, the newly arrivec male students should hear 
what © competent male advisor can convey.to him. Then there’ 
could be <« general discussion to deal particularly with scholas- 
tic affairs. 
The annual official initiation week does not carry. the. tone 
of B.W.I. vernacular which is so easily absorbed by the B.W.I. 
Zaki. Nor is the "Welcome to new Students” party held by 
vue W.eI. Society adequate, since one cannot think seriously 
when rich calypso music is being beaten out. 
tes us set out properly to orient our new import, in a- 

surposeful effort, with a genuine intimacy. Let us endeavour 
te modify the impact, minimize the Jause for worthless curiousity 
nt. Limit Lis inevitable period of diversion from the main pur- 
pose. So that after the regzecd ye rs he may be positioned well 

) wecide with autonomy of mind whether he stays or returns with 
< on *het sentimental journey. I, myself, shan't ever hesitate 
to stretch my right hand to him across eny barrier. He is in- 
ortant to me, for he end I, are citizens of no mean city. 


We 


the history of the West Indian Society of Sir George 
Wi lite-=- T1lege is similar to thet of most other like Organi- 

4 Alweys there is the prior need for closer relation= 
re tveen indivicuel students thet arises from the circum- 
st.nces involving a minority croup in a foreign community. 

Tuis goon develovs into a strong cesire among most of the 
stuacents for some recognisable body to which they may belong and 
in which they may lose some of the insecurity attendant upon the 
roblem oy adjustment which we all face. 

Out of these two, the need for closer relationshiyg anong 
the Weet Indian students and tue need to be recognised as some 
sorvu of & unit body with considerably greater erticulat tion, Was 
horn the Ye 2st Indian Socie ty. 

its growth ha: been pro; s0rtional to the increase in the 
umiun of new students each yeer, and at present the Society com- 
‘ices about forty West Indians from both the Day and Evening 
; sions of the collese. It cannot be denied that. the presence 
oY ano"! sev Vest Indian Society in close proximity on the Campus 
at .2 leeding Universities of tne world has tended to 
fforts of the Georgiens Nevertheless it must be 
+ the Georgian Society sometimes eclipses its Me Gill 
en crt and is not always le ft in the chade. We are heading 
no. wO.u.l the point where West Indian Societies on most Campi 


my re 
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throughout Vanada will join in a minieture Federation. Naturally 
there ere many advantages to be derive: from such an Association. 
To me the most impmrtant is thet any formal declaration or action 
by an active Organization of the tyye proposed will be ma.e 

with a voice that must. be heard and with a strength that will 

pe felt. For instance, the Stuaents Liaison “ervice was insti- 
tuted by the Governments ov the several West Indian Islands for 
the purpose of supervising the interests and general welfare of 
West Indian students in Conada. To be effective this Service 
must necessarily rely heavily on the co-operation of individual 
students and on constructive proposals and sugzestions from the 
Executives of Students' Societies. 

It is especially in this sphere that the proposed Associa- 
tion will be o its greatest value. + will enable the Liaison 
Service to transmit to the federal Fovernment of the “est Indies 
the direct wishes of the students with confidence that these are 
yeally representetive of the necis of all West Indian stucents. 
Then pressure could be brought to beer on the Federal Government 
to implement the changes .\n policy and attitude toward our stu- 
dents that ere so despers.ely need. 

When the prover time comes the West Indian Society of Sir 
George will lend its support to the new Association I am sure, 

and will accept bravely any part it is required. to play. 


NIGERIA - PAST AND Pressnt 
by 
Peter C. Mwanze (B.A.) 


Uvon mention of the name of any 4frican country, perticu- 
larly if ti happens to be situated within the trojics, one con- 
jures up to one's mind 4 vost expanse of territory, possessed 
of luxuriant vegetation, and insufferable climate, a variety of 
species of wild aninals and helf naked savages who naturelly 
prefer the company end comradeship of animals to that of men. 
If the dreamer can be awakend and asked to comment specifically 
on Nigeria he might concede the falsehood that Nigeria was the 
pase of operations of Mau Mau cult which is determined to oust 
the Eurovean and all his civiligzing influence in Africa. Granted 
that the description above is a fair one of Nigeria, it cannot 

detract anything from the fact that Nigeria is the thirteenth 
most populous country in t2¢ world. 

Nigeria is situatec in the extreme East along the southern 
coastline of West Africe. It faces the Equator which is only 
about 300 miles away, and has a coastline that stretches for 
nearly a thousand miles. Nigeria is the largest of all British 
Colonies with an erea of 400,000 sq. miles and a popule tion of 
35 million. Its chief p: ‘t and capital city of Lagos has a po- 
pulation of over three hundreé thousand, while Ibadan, the seat 
of the renovned University, College has a population of half a 
million, thus making ti the larges~ African city south of the 
Sahara. 
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The climate end vegetation varies, beginning a swampy and 
rainy dense forest area along the coas~ and ends with the arid 
and barren wastes of Worthern Nigeria which constitutes the 
Southern fringes of the Sahara desert. Even the people thet in- 
habit the different regions are not of the seme stock. 

Whet is known as Niveria todey is the creation of the 
British Administration. Befor the time of the first arrivals 

of the British to that region of Africa there were a number 

of flourishing indevendent Kingdoms and Keoublics. 4Anongst these 
were the Bini and Egha Kingdoms + at excelled in brass and bronze 
works. King Jaja of Obapo is well remembered by the British for 
his astute diplomacy and his successes as a military commender,. 

The prime interest if the British wes to secure special 
adventegcous trade reletions with these teriitories that were 

to constitute Nigeria. In furthering their trade interests the 
British found it useful to maintain a sort of administrative con- 
trol over the country. At first this acninistration was more 

or less military in nature but quickly assumed a civilian form 
as the native peoples becarie reconciled to the idea of harbour-~ 
ing a ruling alien minority, and ceased to resist the intruders 
iwth force of arms. 

Northern and “outhern Nigeria remained two separate terri- 
tories until the amelganetion of 1914. The political history of 
Nigeria since that tine can be conveneintly described as a war 
between the extreme nationalism of tne people and the imperialiem 
of Britain. This nationalism wes, as Mill J.8 rightly observed 
the result of an identity of political antecedents, and the con- 
sequent community of recollections connect with he seme humili- 
ating incidents in the vast. It wag also the outcome of an 
ageressive imperialism which had stimulated the dominant national 
feeling in a people too foreign to be absorbed end too compact 

to be permanently crushed. 

This netionalism has served us so well, th»t it has brought 
us to the eve ot indevendence with the spen of less than 2 hun- 
dred years. But alas, along with the g00G it has brought some 
fearsome problems. “uch forces alvaye have a tendener to destroy 
the good they accomplish. What is to sto, this feeling of nation- 
ality to overflow into the stete, city and even into the fanily 
level. The presence of an alien governnent had been useful in 
keeping ** within bounds. It is hoped that this force can be 
diverted into channels here it en be more manegeable and put 
to constructive use. he internel squabbles which occurred in 

Ghana after it gained its independence and more recently in 
Indonesia are not very heart werming. 

Our economic advancernent has not kept pace with our politi- 
cal gains. Thus this is as night as be expected, for Britain 
has been much more liberal in sréenting @ subject peovle political 
freedoms rather then economic “ains. The economics of the colo-~ 
nies, had been geared not to the best advantage of the territory 
but to supplement that of the Mother Country. 

Nigeria is chiefly an agricultural country end our >roducts 
include cocoa, groundnuts, pelm extracts etc. Our forests yield 
a sizeable quantity of hard wocus, natural rubber ete. The 
minemlogical resources ere no less extensive. An exhaustive sur- 
vey of the countrt's mineral wealth is lacking, all the same we 
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. produce ebout = of the world's annual tin output. Other »ro- 
ducts include bauxite, manganese, oil, end a host of minor ones. 

The pattern of social life in Nigeria is deeply rooted in 
the familyas well as on the lend. Over 80% of the Niverians 
live in the rural districts end are engaged in farming. Largely 
however, there has been a market flow of sopulation into the 
cities. Unfortunetely inéustrial exvansion ani the »srovision 
of adequate living facilities has not kent Jace with this flow, 

Life in a Micerian city is as vould be expected in any 
other city but it is more gay, more free and less exacting on 
the individual. 


2S 
FLD HAT LON 
Rejoice and celebrate the «ay 
Praise to the full ell those who've fought, 
Thet we might reach what lon. we sought 
We must a,vrove by being gay. 


‘Midst all the doubts end feer 
Our heroes were true optimists 
They thought it unwise to desi 
Before they had this goal achicved. 


Let us forget our priefs of o14 
Write for good of one and all 

_fThen triumphs either sreat or small 
Must come to us since we ere bold 


We aspire to achieve great height 

Like others to enjoy more feme 
Dominion status is our ain, 

‘We'll work for this with all our might. 


Laurie W. Jones (Barbados) 


- FED TAY LON 
In the Hastern Caribbean, 
Where the Atlantic breakers 
Mincle with the smooth Caribbean breeze, 
Lies, a group of scetterec isles 
To be Federated. 
A people cividec by the sea, 
Realizes destiny end 
Resolves to be 
An unifiec veople. 
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CaNnDID COM.NTS 
by : 
Leurence Re Edwards (Trinidad) 


Now that the administrative mechine of W.1I. Federation 
has been set in motion there still necd to be an untangle of 
many knotty problems. “e do not want a Federation only on 
paper. whet we need expect is a workint co-operation of all 
the islends to give the word Federation its fullest meaning. 

There ere tivo im,ortant cuestions on which I would like 
to se: definite decisions teken es cuickly as possible. The 
first is free movement of persons cmong the islands, and se- 
condly a unified customs union. Seeing thet Trinidad hes been 
chosen as the Federal capital, there will be an influx of people 
from all the othex terzitories, Trinidad should, therefore, 
take the initiative to change the existing imaiszration policies. 
competible with frecuom of movenent. 

Jamaica on the other hand sceme to be holding up free 
trede and customs unification. By so doing she is rightfully 
protecting her embryonic industries. But is this in the best 
interest of the new nation? Unhesitetingly I say no. We have 
been told and do know that one of the benefits which will come 
from Federa.ion is the economic strengthening of the smaller 
islands. 

In view of Jamaica's attitude, hoy can these islands achi eve 
economic strengtn if they are not ellowed free trade with their 
bigger neighbours. What is federation if the movements of 
peoples énd goods ere to be restricted from area to area? 
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NEWS PROM UNIvERSISTES 


QUmAN'S UNIVERSITY 

A West 4ndian Club" has been formed recently gt Queen's 
University, Ontario. The Sir George Williams College West 
Indian Society extends to them their best, wishes in their 
new venture» 


MC. GILL UNIVERSITY 


The West Indian Society at Mc. Gill has recensly amended their 
constitution. 


iE SS GORGE “TILT TaAMS COLLEGE 
ee West Indien Graductes this Spring are és follows: - 
Rodney Brathwaite B.Comm. (Trinidad) 
Enid Clenent Delis 


@rroll Clement B.Com.’ . 
Hubert Clement B.Comm. | an 


Altmont Hayles B.Sc. ~ (Jamaica) 
pBlecnor Johnson Bie i 
Weville Manderson Ben. " 


Joy Morris B.A. _ 


he present enrolment at Sir George is that which was pre- 
dicted for 1965. This hastenes the aduinistrative structure of 
the College to the limit. 

Registre tion for the coming year will be limited to about 
200. yplications for enrollment must be -ubnitted before the 
end of August. 


The W.1. Societies of §.G.1/.C. and Mc. Gill U. were the 
guests of the U. of Toronto W.I.Society durins Leos weckend last- 
ingfrom Feb. 6 - 10, 1958. There were four delegates involved. 
From $.G.W.C. there were Neville Manderson and Bacto Franklyn, 
while Mc. Gill was represented by Claire Marston and Wencell 
Lawrence. 

We were cordially receive by John Gooding from the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, and during our brief stay on the campus we were 
royally treated. 

A debate took plece between the visitors end « team from 
U. of T. No decision wes reacaed in the cig because there 
wes a minor sementic difficulty. The result was that both team 
head prepered and actually debateu on two differen it topics. How- 
ever, the debate wa: thoroushly enjoyed by all. 

The following ae a dance was hele and once again our hosts 


spare’ no effort to: s comforteble. The weekend wes con 
pleted with a W.I. Sunday dinner end some refreshing "Old Talk. 


This visit accomplished many things and was very valuable in es- 
tablishing closer and wermer relat ons with fellow W.I. Students. 
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in ‘The“*Rockefeller Foundetion (U.S.A.) has granteu the sum of 
"$6;070 U.S... to the’ UO.7s1. The grant will be used for techni- 
cal. assistance forthe first. Caribbean Festival of:Arts. 


The W.I. debating club grew out of a suggestion mode by the 
President, serle Bass ie suggested that such a club be set up 
to paayide Senapee exer debaters. within -the club an op ortunity 
to. develop their talcnts.. Some form of codching would be 2ro- 
vided for those meab rs who lacke oes ting experience.: 

The ressoneethas*been so overvheliting th®t- the whole idea 
issnowla thine of. she’ past.- Dsaei te this sétbaek, however, - 
the V.Is Society WES. represented inthe recent Intra-mural.déba- 
ting Tournaneht.° The tv6 representatives were’ Neville Manderson 

and Ivor Me Kenzie. i 4° 

The' Society took the affirmative in three debates: the ‘topic 
of which. wes. "De Lbs iePgolvec that a Student's Union is needed by 
S.G.7.0. at this time. 

Je lost all three debates but though beaten we were not out- 
cléssed,.and with a little luck.we night have taken the: last see 
which were very close in. points... 

The present level of enthusiasm for debating along the mem- 
bers of the club cen only move in one direction - upwards. How- 
ever, we managed to put out a team which was supported during 
the debates by some embers , anc. this was encouraging Ll sin- 
‘ccerely hope any similar venture will in the future arouse some 
‘form of ent usiasn, even it it is wpposition. 

Neville Menderson, 
Chairman of Debates. 


"Nov; boys," said the teacher, “tell me the signs of the 
zodiace You first, Thomas. * : 

"Taurus, the bull.’ 

"Richt! Now, you, Herold, enother one.* 

"Cancer, the crab." 

"Rieht egein. And nov its your turn, Albert." 

The boy looked puzzled, hesitetec a moment end then blurted 
out "Mickey, th» mouse." 
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Ue LC hw A world record previously held by Len Hutton, was 

y #est Indian Cricketer, Garficlé Sobers. Sobers ucde 
not out areinst a touring -team from Pakistan. 


1 ela may soon pley in South Africae. A ten 
week visit wes envisage... The tour would be sponsorec by the 
wee rani vel. cricketer Frank Worrell, who with Clyde Walcott, 
Garfield Sobers, Sonny Ramadhin end Rohen Kenhai was expected 
to form the nucleus of the team. 

If nezotiztions ere succecsful this team will be the first 


he 


non-white -team to tour South Africae. 
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Ed ucetion, Dr. Gordon 
s where he is advising 
¢ elso included in the 


HDUCi TOL" « . British expert.in technical 
be eee set “resent touring the West Indic 
verious Governments. British Guiena i 
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JAMA TCS « Legisliutive aporcvel has been given by the governnent 
Of danei vo recognize the Indien storm of MATPLE 48 
ae The 2eo,le's hational Congress lecdexr, Forbes 
rae nas expressed his intention to bring: a motion in the 
Ls J Live Council faeviuring British Guiana joini ing the “Jest 
Indies ‘For eration 
PLASHSE! Sir Grantley Adams has been confirmed es the first 
Princ Minister of the new federation of the British Caribbdeer 
iglrds.. 
PEDBRASTON BK 
The Federation Week activities were presented to the Cana- 
dién public, jointly by the West Indian Societies of Sir George 
TVillicms College and Me. Gill University. The week on the whole 
Was & success and the S,iris ot unity sreveiled throuschout. It 
is hosed thet the spirit of co-overetion wiich was evident will 
ecortinue in future events or the kind. 
Selow is < list of activities thet took place during the 
“oak Mebruery <ird - Kiarch 1st. 
&£ non-dcnominetional Ser rvice at Divinity “Hall 
ng of Hancicraft Exhibition in the Union 
iscussion in the Rec Peth Hall q 
al Evening at the Royal Yictoria College af 
Two one-act Plays - Horitere by Brnest Tuckex i 


Bond of he trimony by J.S.Barker 
Fridey 2oth..«.Grand Federsetion Bell at the Cercle Universitaire 
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